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vantage, enabled him to conclude an eminently
satisfactory treaty. On his way to Spain from
Flanders, the Archduke Philip, now King of Castile
in right of his wife, Isabella having died, was wrecked
near Weymouth, and the English king at once
summoned him to London. Here he was received
with great show of courtesy, but he was given to
understand that he would not be allowed to leave
the country until he had agreed to make an adequate
return for Henry's "hospitality." Accordingly, a
treaty was signed by which Philip, in addition to
granting great commercial advantages to England,
and surrendering Edmund de la Pole, agreed to a
double marriage alliance. His sister, Margaret of
Savoy, was to become the wife of Henry himself,
while the young Archduke Charles, the future
emperor, should marry Mary, second daughter of the
English king (1504). Of these two matches, the
latter was concluded by proxy, but never advanced
further, while the former was presently abandoned
altogether. Eor Philip died not long" afterwards, and
Henry thought that it would be more to his ad-
vantage to marry Joanna. An embassy was actually
sent to Spain, though the lady was hopelessly mad,
but its report was unfavourable, and negotiations
were again proceeding in reference to Margaret of
Savoy, when the king of England died at the early
age of fifty-two. He had enjoyed, on the whole, a
very successful reign, and though he does not alto-
gether deserve the panegyric written on him by
Bacon, yet he was undoubtedly possessed of great
abilities. An opportunist he certainly was, but his